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Attention: Brokers 

 

As of November 2008 NAR has changed the requirements for joining or being a member of a MLS. 

 

Mere possession of a broker’s license is not sufficient to qualify for MLS participation. 

Rather, the requirement that an individual or firm offers or accepts cooperation and 

compensation means that the participant actively endeavors during the operation of 

its real estate business to list real property of the type listed on the MLS and/or to 

accept offers of cooperation and compensation made by listing brokers or agents in 

the MLS. “Actively” means on a continual and ongoing basis during the operation of 

the participant’s real estate business. The “actively” requirement is not intended to 

preclude MLS participation by a participant or potential participant that operates a 

real estate business on a part-time, seasonal, or similarly time-limited basis or that 

has its business interrupted by periods of relative inactivity occasioned by market 

conditions. Similarly, the requirement is not intended to deny MLS participation to a 

participant or potential participant who has not achieved a minimum number of 

transactions despite good faith efforts. Nor is it intended to permit an MLS to deny 

participation based on the level of service provided by the participant or potential 

participant as long as the level of service satisfies state law. (Adopted 11/08) 

 

The key is that the participant or potential participant actively endeavors to make or 

accept offers of cooperation and compensation with respect to properties of the type 

that are listed on the MLS in which participation is sought. This requirement does not 

permit an MLS to deny participation to a participant or potential participant that 

operates a “Virtual Office Website” (VOW) (including a VOW that the participant uses 

to refer customers to other participants) if the participant or potential participant 

actively endeavors to make or accept offers of cooperation and compensation. An 

MLS may evaluate whether a participant or potential participant actively endeavors 

during the operation of its real estate business to offer or accept cooperation and 

compensation only if the MLS has a reasonable basis to believe that the participant 

or potential participant is in fact not doing so. The membership requirement shall be 

applied in a nondiscriminatory manner to all participants and potential participants. 

(Adopted 11/08) 

 
� I, _____________________________, Broker of _______________________________                 

Meet the requirement of a MLS participant. I actively list real property and accept offers of cooperation 

And compensation made by listing brokers or agents in the MLS.         

         

� I, _____________________________, Broker of __________________________________ 

Do not meet the requirements of a MLS participant and withdraw my application and/or membership in the 

MLS. 


